Using the Learner section in ABLe - a problem solving approach
If you are ready to use the learner section of ABLe then you have concerns about a pupil and you will already have information to bring to the discussion. You are aware that a pupil is struggling with an area(s) of the curriculum and you want to take a closer look and begin to identify, understand, describe, and address the barriers that are affecting the pupil's educational progress.

The ABLe framework supports you to:

· think about the pupil in their learning environment

· identify and understand barriers to learning and their impact on the pupil's learning

· identify areas of progress/strengths/interests

· work with/collaborate with school staff/parents/the pupil/partner agencies

· plan a programme of intervention

	Where Do I Start? - Theory
	Where Do I Start? - Case study

	 What do we SEE?

What to look for/consider:

· observation - as you work with the pupil observe and describe strengths/interests/barriers to learning

· information/insights from other school staff

· information/insights from the pupil

· information/insights from parents/carers

· information/insights from other partner agencies

· assessment information


	· Discussion between Class Teacher and Support for Learning about a P1 child

· Shared information

· Clarified our concerns: 

· fine motor skills, letter formation, using scissors

· setting out work on a page - may start to write at the left or the middle or the right of the page

· copying from board/book

	What do we THINK?

What to look for/consider:

· use the learner map to examine, evaluate and clarify your thinking and your discussion

· use the relevant, “Taking a closer look at ……..” statements to examine, evaluate and clarify your thinking and your discussion

· share and discuss observations/information/insights with a colleague

· identify key areas of the map to start with/focus on

· form a hypothesis about the pupils learning profile
	 Opened Learner map and based on our discussions identified the area where, we thought, the barriers were most likely to be located
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·     Read brief note in fine motor section then opened the, “ Taking a closer look at Motor Movements” document to further structure and develop our discussion and confirm identification of barriers

· Returned to:-

Map – sensory-processing - visual

· Read and discussed notes

· To help us stay focused on the task we kept asking,

                                              "Is this relevant to.....?"
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· Returned to,” Taking a closer look at Motor Movements” document - discussion

· Conclusion - child has difficulties with aspects of fine motor skills but aspects of visual processing may be a more significant barrier to her learning.

	 What will we DO?

What to look for/consider:

· using ABLe,  “Taking a closer look at ……..” statements - if more focused observation/information is required

· identify outcomes - what do we want to achieve? (Outcomes must be realistic and manageable in your learning environment)

· using ABLe, “Ideas for ………..” documents to identify appropriate strategies/supports/accommodations

· plan interventions - strategies, supports, accommodations

· demystification - talk to the pupil about their learning

· talk to parents/carers - keep them informed and involve them in the decision making process

· talk to colleagues in partner agencies


	 Do we have the information we need to make decisions about what action to take next?

Plan next steps:

· more focused observation of visual processing difficulties - relevant section of ABLe Taking a closer look at Motor Movements document 

· Use ABLe, “Ideas for Motor Movements “ document to help us identify what we can put in place to address the barriers

· Record information - (see appendix 1)

· Class Teacher to meet with parents/carers

· Support for Learning Teacher to share planned interventions with Early Years Practitioner

Class Teacher was relieved to see that many of the strategies/activities were already part of her classroom practice and she felt that a number of the strategies/activities would benefit a group of pupils in her class e.g. When writing on the whiteboard use a different colour for each section so that it is easy for the children to find the place.



	 What happens over time?

What to look for/consider

· track outcomes

· evaluate impact of interventions:

· what worked?

· what needs to change?

· plan next steps

· what other areas of the learner map do we need to consider/explore?

· continue the process of assessment using the ABLe framework


	What we see now.

· Writing – letter formation and size of letters improving

· Mouse skills improving

· Recognises when to ask for help

· Demonstrating the movement/task and then talking her through the task very effective

Next Steps:

· Continue to implement strategies

· Small group support – fine motor skills (Support for Learning Teacher & Early Years Practitioner)

· Use ABLe learner map to take a closer look at impact of visual perception difficulties on reading progress.
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keep going, open branches & explore the area in more detail
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